EXT. STREET - DAY

There are houses in a town, ELLESMERE, they all |ook the
exact sane, white, with a picket fence around the front | awn,
and a grey car parked in the driveway. It is sunny.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

AXEL RUSELL, age 17, attractive with piercing blue eyes and
dark brown hair, is lying in bed sleeping. An alarm cl ock
starts RING NG and the sound of FOOTSTEPS outside the
bedroom The door opens, NANCY RUSELL, 49, she |ooks |ike her
son.

NANCY
Axel, honey, it's tinme for school! Get
up you're going to be |ate.

Nancy cl oses the door.

Axel gets out of his bed to get dressed. He wears a white
dress shirt and tucked into white pants, and white shoes,
with his hair slicked back, he is frustrated. He exits the
room and wal ks through a hallway, down the stairs to the
front door.

AXEL
(1 oudl y)
Bye nom bye dad! |I'mleaving to
school

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY
There are students wal king in. The sound of the bell RI NG NG
| NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

Students are sitting at their desks, all dressed the sane.
Al'l the boys hair is slicked back, while all the girls have
their hair in a ponytail. The SOUND of the PA system goes
of f, PRI NCI PAL LAFORD starts tal king through the system

PRI NCI PAL LAFCRD
Good norning students and teachers,
this is your principal speaking.
have an announcenent fromthe mayor,
today the town curfew changes.
Everyone nust now be at hone at 7
i nstead of 8.
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St udent s GROAN.

Axel |eans over to his friend XAVI ER ABEL, 17, he has dark
skin and brown eyes.

AXEL
Man, I'mtired of these rules.
Everyday it's sonmething different, one
day we can't listen to nusic out |oud,
the next it's we all have to dress the
sanme, what's next we can't talk?

XAVI ER
Yeah. It sucks, but you know they're
only there to keep us safe.

AXEL
We can be safe and have fun. | have an
idea. I'mgoing text the group and we

all need to have an urgent neeting
toni ght after school

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY
School is over. Axel, Xavier, AVIVA MENDOZA, 17, she is

Hi spani ¢ and STERLI NG ZHANG, 17, he is Asian with dark
features, are standing together right outside the school.

AXEL
Al right guys, here's the thing.
wanna live ny life, | wanna have fun
|"'mtired of these rules and |I'm goi ng
to do sonething about it. |I don't know
what vyet - -

AVI VA

(interrupting)
We should start a rebellion!

The rest of the group |ooks confused.

AVI VA
(cont'd)
What's with the faces? Let's break the
rules, let's get people going with us.
|"msure we're not the only ones
that. ..
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...feel this way.
STERLI NG
| don't know, guys. We could get in a
lot of trouble, | don't knowif it's
worth it.
AXEL
We'll start off snmall, feel it out,

gradual ly build up. And at any point
if you want to drop out, be my guest.
Toni ght we neet, past the curfew and
we'll go fromthere.

The rest of the group nods in agreenent.
| NT. ROOM - NI GHT

It is 7 o clock, Axel is pacing around his room nervous,
preparing to sneak out. He is wearing the usual town uniform
Nancy wal ks into the room

NANCY
Hey honey, | thought 1'd check up on
you, you've been acting a little
strange tonight. |Is everything okay?
Do you need to tal k about sonethi ng?

AXEL
Everything's okay nom |[|'ve just had a
real ly exhausting day at school. |
think I"'mgoing to call it a night.

NANCY
Al right sweetie. Goodnight. | |ove
you.

AXEL

Love you nom

Nancy | eaves the room As soon as she | eaves, Axel opens up
the wi ndow in his bedroom and clinbs down a | adder.

EXT. STREET | N FRONT OF THE RUSELL HOUSE - NI GHT
The street is enpty and dark, except for the four teenagers.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:
AXEL
Hey guys, you ready?
XAVI ER
Man, I'ma little scared.
STERLI NG
Me too, | don't knowif this is a good
i dea.
AVI VA

Stop being babies and let's get this
show on the road.

They start wal king silently, too scared to talk.

AXEL
(whi spers to Aviva)
Dam, this is a lot scarier than |
t hought it woul d be.

A light comes towards them froma LAW ENFORCI NG OFFI CER

OFFI CER
( Screarmns)
Hey kids! It's past the curfew Get
over here.
AXEL

Onh shit! RUN

The four teenagers start RUNNING fromthe officer chasing
them whil e LAUGHI NG Avi va hides behind a bush and signals
for the boys to join her. The officer runs past the crew.

STERLI NG
Holy shit! That was fun! Let's take it
one step further!

The song WAKE ME UP by AVICII starts PLAYING from Sterling's
phone.

AVI VA AND AXEL

(si ngi ng)
Wake nme up when it's all over, when..
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...I"mw ser and I'm ol der.
XAVI ER
Quys, there's lights turning on in the
houses. | don't know, maybe we shoul d
st op.
AXEL

So what! Let's keep going. W're
getting peoples attention.

Li ghts inside the hones begin to turn on. A WOVAN puts her
head out the w ndow of her house.

WOVAN
Quiet down! It's past the curfew |
called the police, they're comng for

you!

AXEL
Alright maybe it's tine to call it a
ni ght .

XAVI ER

(whi spers to hinsel f)
No one |istened when | said sonething.

AXEL
Did you say sonething Xavier?
XAVI ER
Nah, don't worry. Alright guys, see ya

t onmor r ow.
Xavi er wal ks away fromthe group, and goes hone.
AXEL
Yeah. .. Goodni ght. You guys renenber
the plan for tonmorrow right?
Aviva and Sterling nod their heads, and wal k their separate

ways. Axel goes towards his house and clinbs the | adder. Wen
he is in his room he clinbs into bed and cl oses his eyes.

CUT TO



I NT. KITCHEN - MORNI NG

Axel wal ks into the kitchen, he is wearing his shirt untucked
and his hair messy, his nother and father, ARNOLD RUSELL, 50
are sitting around a table. Nancy is on her phone reading
somet hi ng.

NANCY
Mor ni ng, sweetie. Did you hear about
what happened | ast night? Apparently a
group of kids fromyour school were
out past curfew | ast night being
real ly | oud.

She | ooks up at Axel.

NANCY
(cont' d)
Hang on. Wiy are you dressed |ike
t hat ?
AXEL

Yeah nom about that..it was ne and ny
friends, and we're not going to stop.
" msorry. Byel!l

Axel wal ks out of the house in a hurry. Nancy gets up to
chase after Axel, but Arnold hold hers back

ARNOLD
Honey, |et himgo. These kids need to
live their lives. Do you not renenber
how much fun we used to have back when
we were his age? The war happened and
| ook at these rules that they need to
follow now It's ridiculous they're
ki ds!

NANCY
|"mjust worried about him | don't
want himto get into trouble.

ARNOLD
He won't, he's our kid. He's snart,
he'll take care of hinself.

| NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY
Axel, Aviva and Sterling are wal king through the hallway wth
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their disheveled uniforns. They see Xavi er wal ki ng towards
them dressed in the town uniform

AXEL
Unhh, Xavier? What are you wearing. Do
you not renenber the plan we had?

XAVI ER
Yeah. |'m out.

AXEL
VWhat ?

XAVI ER

|"'msick and tired of doi ng whatever
you want. It's always your way. W
never have a say, ever since we were
kids, you cone up with these crazy

i deas and we have to follow them [|'m
tired of it. I"'mtired of being your
little puppet.

Xavi er wal ks away.

AXEL
(1 ooks at Aviva and Sterling)
What's his problenf? WAit, do you guys
feel this way too?

AVI VA
| nmean, you could be strong headed
sonetines but | think he's
overreacting he'll conme around, don't
Worry.

Princi pal Laford cones out of her office.
PRI NCI PAL LAFCRD
Students. May | please speak to you in
my office?
| NT. PRI NCI PALS OFFI CE - DAY

The three students are sitting opposite to the principals
desk.
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PRI NCl PAL LAFORD
These acts of rebellion that you..

...kids are trying to acconplish
deserve serious consequences. You're
all suspended for two weeks. If | hear
of anything else that is against the

| aw enforced, then we will have

anot her di scussi on.

STERLI NG
Yeah, sorry but this isn't over. Are
you guys with me?

He gets off the char and wal ks out of the principals office.
Aviva and Axel | ook at each other and follow Sterling into
t he hal | way.

| NT. SCHOOL HALLWAY - DAY

The three students are running through the hallway towards
t he door, LAUGH NG and SCREAM NG QUT. Aviva | ooks at ot her
students in the hallway.

AVI VA
Guys! Cone on. Don't be afraid! Let
| oose, join us!

The students | ook at each other and foll ow Avi va.

Axel open doors to classroom goes into the classroom He
comes out with students follow ng him

Students start rushing out of the classroons, and follow ng
Sterling out the door.

EXT. SCHOOL - DAY
Axel gets on top of a car parked outside the school.

AXEL
( Screans)
We need our |ives back! W need to
stop these rules and get our |ives
back! Tonight is the night where
everyt hi ng changes. W are neeting at
Lester Park, bring all your famly...
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and friends we are going to end this
thing. They can't arrest every citizen
in this town.

STUDENTS
(chanti ng)
Freedom Freedonl Freedom

Axel | ooks up and notices that the police have started to
arrive.

AXEL
Shit! The police are here! Now
everyone, |eave, run! Before they get
to us! W'll see you tonight.

Students start running in different directions. Police are
chasing them but they are too many of them Axel starts
runni ng down the street and nmakes it to his house and he
qui ckly enters panting.

EXT. LESTER PARK - NI GHT

There are many people, the sound of MJSIC and CHATTER Peopl e
wearing their own versions of the white uniforns. Axel, Aviva
and Sterling are standi ng together, Axel has a negaphone in
hi s hand.

AXEL

(voi ce echos through negaphone)
Thank you everyone for comng! W're
so happy that so many of you are
joining us. W are so happy that we
aren't the only ones who are tired of
these rules. Let's party! Let's get a
taste of freedom Today is going to be
the first night of what the rest of
our lives are going to be like!

Peopl e CHANT in excitenent. People are drinking, listening to
nmusi ¢ and tal king. Everyone has smles on their faces, it is
a happy environnent.

Police SIRENS are heard, police park their cars in front of
where the party is taking place and get out of their cars.
Peopl e begin to panic.
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AXEL
Everyone cal m down. They can't take
all of us at once.

Peopl e begin crowi ng behind Axel. The police is standing in
front of Axel, while the rest of the part is behind him
Arnold conmes out of the crowd. Axel |ooks back at the crowd
and notices Xavier. Axel smiles at Xavier. Arnold joins his
son and takes the negaphone from his hand.

ARNCLD
Wth all due respect officers, there
iS no way you can arrest everyone
here, you would be arresting you
entire town. You can arrest ny son,
but there's many nore like him it
will not stop until you give the
citizens what they want.

A town car pulls up to where the party is Arnold is speaking.
The mayor cones out of it.

ARNCLD
(cont'd)
Mayor, we hope you can listen to your
citizens. Your rules are causing nore
probl ens than not, |let the kids be
ki ds.

Cl TI ZENS
(chanti ng)
W want freedom We want freedom

AXEL
(voi ceover)
And that's where the story of the rest
of our |ives begins.

TOWN HALL MEETI NG - DAY

The mayor is at a podium speaking. While citizens are raising
t heir hands and giving their opinions.

AXEL
(voi ceover cont'd)
The mayor agreed to have a town
nmeeting where the citizens get...
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to...voice their opinions. He agreed
to listen and not shut down the ideas.
After weeks of deliberating he ended
up giving us our lives back all the

new rul es were gone.
EXT. STREET - DAY
The four teenagers wal ki ng down the street

AXEL
(voi ceover cont'd)

| aughi ng.

As for us, we were closer than ever

and we finally got our |ives back.

THE END.
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